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A SCANDAL | N BOHEM A
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyl e
Adaptation by @ enn Carlson and Scot Crisp
for One Act Audio Theatre
| NT. NARRATI ON

SEX: MUSI C UP

WATSON: To nmy friend Sherlock Hol mes she is
al ways the wonman. | have sel dom
heard himrefer to her under any
other nane. In his eyes, she
ecl i pses and predom nates the whol e
of her sex. | believe his feelings

for her were as close to love as his
preci se and perfectly reasoning mnd
woul d al | ow.

WATSON: When this case began, it had been
sone time since | had seen Hol nes.
After ny marriage our paths crossed
| ess frequently, but | knew he
remai ned at our old | odgings, buried
anong his books and instrunents,
al ternating between cocai ne and
anbition. That he remai ned deeply
attracted to the study of crime there
was no doubt. | often noted his nane
in the papers, associated wth cases
abandoned as hopel ess by the official
pol i ce.

SEX: MUSI C FADE OUT

WATSON: One Summer's night in '88, as | was
returning froma call to a patient, |
passed by the old door in Baker

Street.
SFX: VI CLIN SOLO UP
WATSON: | heard the strains of his violin,

gl anced to the open w ndow above,

and felt a keen desire to see Hol nes
again. A quick knock at the door, up
the stairs, and I was in the presence
of nmy old friend.
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| NT. BAKER STREET SI TTI NG ROOM - - EVEN NG
SFX: VI QLI N OQUT

WATSON: Hul | o!

HOLMES: WAt son

WATSON: Good eveni ng, Hol nes.

HOLMVES: Have a chair, wll you. Wedlock
suits you. You have put on eight and
a half pounds since |I saw you | ast.

WATSON: A nmere eight | think

HOLMVES: | ndeed? | should say your scal es need
a calibration. And in practice again
| see! This evening's patient was by
the riverside |I note.

WATSON: Ha! | should know better than to
ask, but how can you deduce this?

HOLMVES: It is sinplicity itself. A gentleman
wal ks into ny roons snelling of
iodoform with the black mark of
silver nitrate on his right
forefinger, and a bulge in his left
over coat pocket where he has secreted
his stethoscope ... Ah, Wtson,
woul d be dull indeed not to pronounce
such a man an active nenber of the
medi cal profession.

WATSON: Bravo Hol nes! But the patient
surely --

HOLMES: There, inside your left shoe, |I note
fresh scrape marks at the edges of
the sole where you have attenpted to
remove nud, but enough remains to
identify. By its grey color | can
state with certainty that the nud in
whi ch you trod is conposed nostly of
common river silt.

WATSON: To hear you explain it, it seens so
ridiculously sinple, Holnmes. | fear
ny eyes are not as good as yours.

HOLMVES: You see, Watson, but you do not
observe.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
WATSON:
HOL VES:

WATSON:

HOL VES:
WATSON:

HOLMVES:

WATSON:

HOLMVES:

WATSON:

HOL VES:
WATSON:

Quite so, | am afraid.

Well, you have arrived at an
opportune nonment to engage in sone
observation. Have a |look at this
envel ope.

It is addressed to you here. No note
of the sender. No postmark. Hand
del i vered.

And the letter inside.

Ah, yes. "There will call upon you
tonight, at a quarter to eight

o' cl ock, a gentleman who desires to
consult you upon a matter of inport
and urgency to a great house of
Europe. You are known to be
trustworthy, this account we have
fromall quarters received. Be in
your chanber at that hour, and do not
take it amss if your visitor wears a

mask." This is indeed a nystery,
Hol mes? What do you imagine it
nmeans?

| have no data yet, and it is a
capital m stake to theorize before
one has data. W nust not be tenpted
to twst facts to suit theories.

Now, apart from the nessage, what
doyou deduce fromthe letter itself?

It appears a man's hand. There is no
si gnature or nonogram so he is being
quite circunspect. By the quality of
t he paper the gentleman is presumably
wel | -to-do. The stock is peculiarly
strong and stiff.

Peculiar -- that is the very word.
It is not an English paper at all.
Hold it up to the light.

| see a watermark: Eg-P-G. The
maker | presune.

Not at all.
No?

( CONTI NUED)



A Scandal in Bohem a -- FI NAL
c. 2002 One Act Audio Theatre

CONTI NUED:  (2)

HOLMES. No. Gwth the snall t, a conmpn
contraction, stands for Gesellschaft,
which is German for conpany. The P
of course, is for papier. Nowthe

Eg, that is nost interesting. | had
to refer to the Continental Gazetteer
for that. It stands for Egria,

| ocated in Bohem a, noted for its
numer ous gl ass factories and paper
mlls. So, nmy good man, what do you
make of that?

WATSON: The paper was nade i n Bohem a.

HOLMES: Precisely. And the man who wote it
is German.

WATSON: Real | y?

HOLMES: Yes. Note the peculiar construction
of the sentence "this account we have
fromall quarters received.” No
Frenchman or Russian woul d have
witten that. No, only a German is
SO uncourteous to his verbs.

SFX: HORSE CARRI AGE APPROACHES QUTSI DE
WATSON: VWhat el se?

HOLMVES: What el se, indeed. Wi is this
German, who writes upon Bohem an
paper, and prefers to wear a mask
rat her than show his face?

SEX: DOOR OPEN AND CLOSE (off). FOOTSTEPS
APPRQOACH
HOLMVES: | believe we shall neet our

mysterious letter witer now.
WATSON: Shall 1 go then, Hol nes?

HOLMES: Certainly not, Doctor. Stay where
you are. This prom ses to be nost
interesting. It would be a pity for
you to mss it.

| NT. BAKER STREET SI TTI NG ROOM - - CONTI NUOUS
SFX: KNOCK ON DOOR
HOLMVES: Cone in.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED
SFX: DOOR OPENS

KI NG W You had ny note? | told you | would
call.

HOLMVES: Pray take a seat. This is ny friend
and col | eague, Dr. Watson, who is
occasionally good enough to help ne
in ny cases.

KI NG W You nmay address ne as the Count Von
Kramm of Bohemia. | would prefer if
we spoke al one.

HOLMES: | amsorry, but it is both of us or
none.

KI NG W Al right then. As this matter may
have an influence on European
hi story, | must bind you both to
absol ute secrecy.

HOLMVES: | prom se.
WATSON: And |

KI NG W You excuse please the nmask. The
august person who enpl oys ne w shes
hi s agent unknown to you. And I
confess also the title I gave is not

nm own.
HOLMVES: | was aware of that.
KI NG W | aminstructed to enpl oy your
services for avoiding an i mense
scandal ... a conprom sing of a

reigning famly of Europe.

HOLMES: Am 1l to know the nane of this
reigning famly?

KI NG W The matter inplicates the great House
of Onstein, hereditary kings of
Bohem a.

HOLMES: (pause) If Your Mjesty, King WI hem
Gottsreich von Ornstein of Bohem a
woul d proceed to state your case,
then I should be better able to
advi se you.

( CONTI NUED)
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KI NG W Wha-? Ah, M. Holnes, they said you
are clever. You are right. | amthe
King! Wy | should attenpt
concealing it?

HOLMVES: Why i ndeed.

KI NG W You pl ease understand, sirs, | am not
accustoned to doi ng such business in
person. Yet the matter ... so ..
delicate ... | dare not confide it to
another. Therefore, | cone incognito
from Prauge for the purpose of
consul ting you.

HOLMVES: Then, pray consult.

KI NG W The facts are briefly these: Sone
five years ago, during a | engthy
visit to Warsaw, | made acquai ntance
with the well-known Anerican
adventuress Irene Adler. The nane is
famliar to you?

HOLMVES: Yes. At the tinme the Inperial \Warsaw
Qpera prima col oratura, no doubt?

KI NG W This is true.

HOLMVES: VWAt son?

WATSON: | believe she now resides in London.
KI NG W This is also true.

HOLMVES: And Your Maj esty becane entangl ed
with this adventuress |ady, wote her
sone conpromsing letters, and i s now
desirous of getting those letters
back?

KI NG W Yes, but how --

HOLMES: Was there a secret marriage?

KI NG W Absol utely not.

HOLMVES: No | egal papers or certificates?
KI NG W Nei n

( CONTI NUED)



A Scandal in Bohem a -- FI NAL
c. 2002 One Act Audio Theatre

CONTI NUED: ( 3)

HOLMES: Then | fail to follow |If these
|l etters are produced for the purpose
of blackmailing Your Majesty, howis
she to prove authenticity?

KI NG W There is the witing.

HOLMVES: Bah! Forgery.

KI NG W My private note paper

HOLMES: St ol en.

KI NG W My own seal

HOLMES: | mtated.

KI NG W My phot ogr aph

HOLMVES: Bought .

KI NG W We are both in the photograph

HOLMVES: Ch, dear! Your Majesty has indeed
commtted an indiscretion.

KI NG W | was mad -- insane -- but such a
passion | could not control!

HOLMVES: You have conprom sed yourself

seriously.
KI NG W | was only Crown Prince then, young,
foolish ... but I tell you, no man

can resi st such a beautiful and
remar kabl e woman.

HOLMVES: The phot ograph nust be recovered.
KI NG W Wth it she wll not part.

HOLMES: Your Majesty nust pay. It nust be
bought .

KI NG W She will not sell
HOLMVES: St ol en, then.

KI NG W Twi ce attenpted. Once her |uggage
diverted. Nothing. Burglars ransack
her London house. More not hi ng!

HOLMVES: Do you know what she proposes to do
wi th the phot ograph?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (4)
KI NG W Rui n ne.
HOLMVES: And how, precisely?

KI NG W In three nonths I wed Cotilde
Lot hman von Saxe- Meni ngen, second
daughter of the King of Scandi navi a.
A marriage such as this ... ny
conduct ... a nere shadow of doubt
woul d end the matter.

HOLMES: Are you sure she has yet to use the
phot ogr aph?

Kl NG W | am sure.
HOLMVES: And why?

KI NG W Because she said it would be sent to
certain newspapers on the day ny
engagenent is proclainmed to the
public. That will be Monday.

HOLMES: Oh, then we have three days yet.
That is very fortunate as | have one
or two matters of inportance to | ook
into just at present.

KI NG W But | --
SEX: CHAI R SCRAPE FLOOR
HOLMVES: Your Majesty is staying in London?

KI NG W Yes. At the Langham by the nane
Count Von Kramm

HOLMVES: | shall drop a line to let you know
how we progress.

KI NG W Coul d you not attend to this matter
present|y?

HOLMVES: | amsorry, no. But in due tine,
Your Majesty. And as to noney?

KI NG W For the photograph, I would give a
provi nce.

HOLMVES: For present expenses.
SFX: SOUND OF BAG OF CO NS STRI KI NG TABLE

( CONTI NUED)
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KI NG W | have three hundred pounds in gold
and seven hundred i n notes.

HOLMVES: And t he nmadenoi sel |l e' s address?
KI NG W Briony Lodge in St. John's Wod.
SFX: DOOR OPENS

HOLMES: Good night, Your Mjesty, you shall
here fromus shortly.

KI NG W | anxiously await news, sir.
SEX: DOOR CLOSES
WATSON: One t housand pounds, Hol nes!

HOLMVES: Hm®? Ah, yes. Well, Watson, | have
sone matters to attend to. If you
woul d be so kind as to return here
tonorrow at three o' clock. There
wll be a task for us to acconplish.

WATSON: (fade out) Wy, of course, | shal
see you tonorrow ...

SFX: MJSI C BRI DGE

| NT. BAKER STREET SI TTI NG ROOM - - AFTERNOON
SFX: CLOCK CHI MES FOUR O CLOCK

WATSON: (to self) Late again, Hol nes?

SFX: FAST FOOTSTEPS UP STAI RS AND DOOR
OPENS

HOLMVES: Ah, Watson! Sorry to keep you
wai ting, but |I have had quite the

adventure. | am sure you cannot
guess how | have enployed ny tine
t oday!

WATSON: By your interesting choice of dress,
| can see that you have been
portrayi ng one of your characters ..
for the purpose of watching the
habits and house of M ss Adler,
suspect .

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED
HOLMVES:

WATSON:
HOL VES:

WATSON:

HOLMVES:

WATSON:

Quite right! But the sequel was

rat her unusual, as | amsure you wll
agree. | left this norning in the
character of a stableman out of work.
There is a wonderful conraderie anong
horse nmen. Be one of them and you
wll know all there is to know.

| soon found Briony Lodge, a bijou
villa, garden at back, built out in
front to the road, two stories, |arge
sitting roomto the right. Chubb

| ock to the door, but preposterous

w ndow fasteners which a child could
open.

| then strolled down to the nmews and
there lent a hand to the other
carriage and stabl enen, rubbing down
the horses, for which | received in
exchange twopence, two fills of shag
t obacco, and as nuch information as |
coul d desire about Mss Adler, to say
not hi ng of a half dozen ot her people
in the nei ghborhood in whom | was
conpl etely unintersted.

And what of Irene Adler?

To the nmen of the mews she is the

dai ntiest thing under a bonnet on
this planet. She lives quietly,
sings at concerts, drives out at five
every day, and is hone at seven sharp
for dinner. Seldom goes out in the
evening unless it is to sing.

Not quite the adventuress King WI hem
descri bed.

She has only one male visitor, but a
good deal of him He often calls
tw ce a day, never |less than once.
He is the | awer Godfrey Norton of
Tenpl e. See the advantages of the
cabman as a confidant?

| ndeed. But the invol venent of a
| awyer in this matter sounds om nous,
Hol nes.

( CONTI NUED)
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HOLMVES:

WATSON:
HOL VES:

WATSON:
HOL VES:

WATSON:

My thoughts exactly at the tine.

VWhat was the rel ationship between
them and what is the object of his
repeated visits? Had she transferred
t he photograph to his keeping? 1 was
in this line of reasoning when ..

Ah, | fear | bore you with details,
WAt son.
Not at all! Pray continue.

It was just prior to noon, and over a
pi pe, | sat contenplating turning ny
attention to the gentleman's roons in
Tenpl e, when a hansomarrived. A
gentl eman sprang out, calling for the
cabman to wait. He did knock at the
door, but then brushed past the maid
who opened it with the air of a man
who is thoroughly at hone.

M. Norton.

Yes. He was in the house about half
an hour and then energed in nore of a
flurry than before. He called to the
driver: "I nust be at the Church of
St. Monica in the Edgeware Road
wWithin thirty mnutes. But first to
Regent Street.™

Away they went. | wondered if |
would do well to follow him when up
the lane cane a neat little carriage,
with the coachman's coat but half
buttoned. Wy, it hadn't even cone
to a stop before she shot out the
door and darted into it. "The Church
of St. Monica, John, as fast as you
dare!" she cri ed.

This was quite too good to |ose,

Wat son. | dashed over to the street
and saw an enpty cab. Before the
driver could object to such a shabby
fare, | junped in and prom sed the
man half a sovereign if he reached
the church in less than twenty

m nut es.

My wor d!

( CONTI NUED)
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HOLMVES:

WATSON:
HOL VES:

WATSON:
HOL VES:

WATSON:
HOL VES:

My cabbie drove fast. | don't think
| ever drove faster, but still the
others were there before us. | paid

the driver and hurried into the
church. There was not a soul there
save the two whom | had foll owed and
a clergyman at the altar. | quickly
sat in a pew and bowed ny head, |ike
any idler who had dropped into
church. Suddenly, to nmy surprise,
the three turned and | ooked toward
ne.

No!

Godfrey Norton then came running
towards ne shouting, "You! You
there!™ And before | could duck out
t he door, he had ne by the arm

Hol nes!

|, too, thought ny plans seriously
menaced, that | had been recogni zed,
but no! By the arm|l was pulled up
the aisle, Norton proclaimng "Cone,
man, we've only three mnutes!"”

Three m nutes?

What canme next was a blur to nme. The
cl ergyman, now evidently satisfied
with the participants, then proceeded
to marry Irene Adler and Godfrey
Norton. It was done in an instant.
There | stood, Watson, a handsone
gent| eman on one side, shaking ny
hand, a very beautiful |lady on the
ot her thanking nme profusely, and a
cl ergyman beamng in front of nme. M
arrival, it seens, just saved M.
Norton from dashing out to the street
in search of a best man to w tness
the marriage! As we |left the church,
the new bride said, "I shall return
to Briony and see you at the park at
five." M. Norton then left.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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HOLMVES:

WATSON:

HOLMVES:

WATSON:
HOL VES:

WATSON:
HOL VES:

WATSON:

HOLMVES:

WATSON:
HOLMES:
WATSON:
HOLMES:
WATSON:
HOLMES:

WATSON:
HOL VES:

The lovely Ms. Norton then presented
me with this gold coin in thanks for
my service. | intend to wear it on
my watch chain in nenory of the nost
preposterous afternoon | ever have
spent!

This is a very unexpected turn of
affairs, | nust say.

Yes, but it sinplifies the matter of
t he phot ogr aph.

I n what way?

The phot ograph i s doubl e edged now.
Its publication would only risk her
happy marri age, too.

Then the King has nothing to fear.

Per haps not for the inmmediate tine
bei ng, but there is always the chance
of future demands. Therefore, | have
devised a way to retrieve it from her
house this very day.

Her house was searched by the King's
agent s.

Pshaw  They did not know where to
| ook.

But you know.

| wll not I|ook.

No?

She will show ne.
Surely she will refuse.

She will not be able to. Now, |
desire only sone cold beef and a
gl ass of beer. Afterwards | have
sone arrangenments to see to, and |
coul d use your assistance, Doctor.

| shall be delighted.
You don't m nd breaking the |aw and

ri sking arrest?

( CONTI NUED)
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WATSON:
HOL VES:

WATSON:
SEX:

Not in a good cause.

| was sure that | mght rely on you
Now, if you would, take this note to
Harris Plunbers near Euston station.
The proprietor will give you a
package. Bring it to the head of the
| ane at Briony Lodge where | wll

meet you at precisely 6:55.

(fade out) I will be there ...

MJUSI C BRI DGE

EXT. BRI ONY LODGE -- EVEN NG

SEX:
WATSON:

HOLMVES:

SEX:
WATSON:

HOLMVES:

WATSON:
HOL VES:

WATSON:
HOL VES:

CARRI ACE TO STOP

(off) If you could wait here, my good
fellow, |I shall be back shortly.

Wat son! This way, we have but a few
nonent s.

FOOTSTEPS

Hol mes! You're dressed as a
cl ergyman?

An inspired choice given this
afternoon's events. You have the
package?

Yes, of course.

Good. Everything is arranged. W but
await the immnent arrival of Mss
Adl er, ah, Madane Norton. Now

Wat son, there wll be sone commotion
per haps sonme slight unpl easant ness,
but you nust not interfere, you
under st and?

| amto be neutral ?

To do not hi ng whatever. Wen it has

ended, | shall be conveyed into the
house. At this tine position
yourself -- there -- at the base of

t he wi ndow.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED

HOLMES: Inside | will ask for air to clear ny
head, and the wi ndow wi ||l be opened
wi de. In your pocket you have a self-

igniting plunber's snoke rocket. Pul
the cap, toss the rocket into the
room and shout a warning of fire.

O hers wll quickly joinin and carry
forward the alarm while you return
to the top of the lane and await ny
arrival. | hope | have made nyself

cl ear?

WATSON: Perfectly. You may rely on ne

conpl etely.

SFEX: CARRI AGE APPROACHI NG LOW

HOLMVES: Excellent! | hear the lady's
carriage. | nust prepare for ny
role.

EXT. BRI ONY LODGE -- CONTI NUOUS

The foll owm ng nontage occurs: Holnmes' footsteps run up the

15

| ane. The carriage continues under. There is then a collage

of male voices (ad |ib) "You there" "Watch out" "Hey There".
There is a clatter, horse neigh, and clop. Then: "He's been

struck” "lIs he dead?" "No, unconscious."
EXT. BRI ONY LODGE -- CONTI NUQUS

| RENE: Oh, dear, nman.

JOHN: | did not see him ma' am

VOCE 1. He can't lie in the street. My we
bring himin, m' an?

| RENE: Yes, of course. John, help these
gentlenmen to bring himto the sitting
room

SEX: MUSI C BRI DGE

I NT. BRI ONY LODGE -- MOMENTS LATER

SEX: FOOTSTEPS FADE I N AS THEY ENTER THE
SI TTI NG ROOM

| RENE: Here, gentlenen, in here.

HOLMVES: | amfeeling fine, really, please. |

can stand. (Ooooo.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
VA CE 1:

| RENE:
HOLMES:

| RENE:
VA CE 1:
SFX:
HOLMES:
SFX:

Hang on there, vicar, you took a bl ow
to the head.

Sit himdown on the sofa.

Thank you, yes. Perhaps sonme fresh
air will help clear ny head.

O course.

"1l get the wi ndow, ma'am
W NDOW SLI DES UP

You are too Kkind.

SOUND OF FLARE | GNI TING A TOSS AND A
THUNK

EXT. BRI ONY LODGE -- CONTI NUOUS

SFX:
WATSON:
ALL:
SFX:

WATSON:
SFEX:

HOLMVES:

SFX:

| NT. CARR
SFX:
HOLMES:
WATSON:
HOLMES:

WATSON:

MJSI C UP
Firel Firel
Firel Firel Firel

WATSON' S FOOTSTEPS AND BREATHI NG,
RUNNI NG UP LANE

Hol d one noment nore, driver!

FADE UP HOLMES' RUNNI NG FOOTSTEPS
APPROACHI NG

Into the cab, Watson! Driver, the
Langham Hot el !

MJSI C BRI DGE FADE TO

ACGE -- MOVENTS LATER

CARRI AGE

You did splendidly, Doctor.
You have the phot ograph?

(pats pocket) Safely tucked away for
presentation to the King.

You were in the house so short a
time. Howdid you find it?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

HOLMES: She showed ne, as | told you that she
woul d.

WATSON: | amstill in the dark.

HOLMVES: It is no nystery, ny friend. You of
course saw that everyone on the
street was an acconplice?

WATSON: | guessed as nuch.

HOLMVES: When her carriage cane down the | ane,
| stepped close and i nprovised being
struck. The cries of the crowd
reinforced the deception. | fel
down, and played injured. It is a
common trick used to extort noney
fromthe gullible. But dressed in
the cl othes of a common cl ergynman,
who woul d doubt ?

WATSON: No one.

HOLMVES: | was carried in to the sitting room
and asked for air. Wen the w ndow
was opened you had your chance.

WATSON: Yes, but | thought it was to provide
di straction, a diversion while you
searched for the phot ograph.

HOLMVES: Not at all. Wen a woman fears her
house afire, she will rush to the
t hi ng she values nost. A nother
grabs at her baby, a young wonman her
j ewel case. And our adventuress,
Irene Norton, rushes to retrieve ..

WATSON: The phot ogr aph!

HOLMES: The phot ograph. Exactly. 1In the

m dst of the snoke and shouting, she
responded beautifully. | watched her
closely. Her eyes darted to the bell -
pul | beside the fireplace mantle. As
she noved towards it, the carriage
driver interceded and hurried her
fromthe room | then had ny chance.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

HOLMVES:

WATSON:

HOLMVES:

SFX:
DRI VER:

(2)

Behind the bell-pull | found a | oose
seamin the wal |l paper, and there,
tucked in behind the paper | found

t he photograph! | had barely tinme to
hide it in nmy breast pocket when the
driver returned to assist ne, the
poor injured vicar. | think he was
quite surprised as | ran right past
hi m and out the front door.

VWl done, Holnmes! The King will be
pl eased.

Yes, he will. Qur work is nearly
conpl ete, Watson

CARRI AGE SLONG

(off) The Langham gentl eman.

EXT. THE LANGHAM HOTEL -- MOMENTS LATER

SFX:
HOLMES:
SFX:
HOLMES:

SFX:
VA CE 2:
SFX:
WATSON:
HOLMES:

SFX:

I NT. KI NG
SFX:
HOLMES:

KI NG W

CARRI AGE STOPS, PASSENGERS DI SEMBARK
Here you are driver
CARRI AGE STARTS AND FADES

| have sent word ahead that we woul d
be here with news for Count Von
Kramm | suspect we --.

FOOTSTEPS UP

Good- ni ght, M ster Sherl ock Hol nes.
FOOTSTEPS OUT

Who was that gentleman?

| don't know, but the voice is
famliar to me. No matter. Cone
WAt son . ..

MJSI C BRI DGE

W LHELM S ROOM -- LATER

DOOR KNOCK, OPENS AND CLOSES
Good eveni ng, Your Mjesty.

You have news for ne, M. Hol mes?

( CONTI NUED)
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HOLMES: More than that. W have retrieved
your phot ogr aph.

KI NG W Spl endi d!

HOLMVES: There is other news as well.

KI NG W Ja?

HOLMES: Irene Adler is married.

KI NG W Married! \Wen?

HOLMVES: Yest er day.

KI NG W But to whon?

WATSON: To an English | awer naned Norton,
Your Mnj esty.

KI NG W But she could not | ove him

HOLMVES: | amin hopes that she does.

KI NG W Wy ?

HOLMES: Because a woman who | oves her husband
does not | ove Your Mjesty and
therefore is not likely to interfere
with any of Your Majesty's future
pl ans.

KI NG W Yes, | see. |If she had only been of
my station. Wat a queen she woul d
have made. May | have the
phot ogr aph?

HOLMES: O course.

SFX: ENVELOPE OPENS

KI NG W (pause) Are you having a joke, sir?!

HOLMVES: "' msorry?

KI NG W If so, this is not anusing.

HOLMVES: That is the photograph retrieved from
t he house of Irene Adler.

KI NG W But there is no man in this
phot ograph, only her!

HOLMES: What !

( CONTI NUED)
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WATSON:
KI NG W
HOL VES:

SFX:

By jove!
Expl ai n yoursel f!

Your Majesty, | have not an

expl anati on, but we shall have one at
once. Cone, it is tinme we spoke with
the former Mss Adler.

MUSI C BRI DGE

| NT. BRI ONY LODGE -- LATER

SFX:
MAI D:
HOLMES:
MAI D:

HOLMES:
MAI D:
KI NG W
HOLMES:
MAI D:

DOOR KNOCK (pause) DOOR OPENS
M. Sherl ock Hol nes, | believe?
| am M. Hol nes.

My mstress told me that you were
likely to call this evening. She has
left with her new husband for the
Cont i nent .

She has | eft Engl and?

Yes, sir.

The photograph! Al is |ost.
Per haps not (pushes past nmaid).

| say, excuse ne, sir?

I NT. BRI ONY LODGE -- MOMENTS LATER

SFX:

HOLMES:
WATSON:
HOLMES:

WATSON:
SEX:
Kl NG W

WATSON:

FOOTSTEPS
It was ... HERE! | say ...
VWhat is it, Hol nes?

Where earlier the photograph was
hidden, | now find a note ..
addressed to ne.

| ndeed.
ENVELOPE OPENS

CGent | enen, what is the neani ng of
this?

Your note, Holnes? Pray, what does
it say?

( CONTI NUED)

20

12

13

14



14

15

A Scandal in Bohem a -- FI NAL
c. 2002 One Act Audio Theatre

CONTI NUED:
KI NG W | demand an expl anati on!
HOLMES: One nonent ... ahhh ... remarkable
truly remarkable ... here ..
read it.
WATSON: "My Dear M. (fade out) Sherl ock
Holnes ..."

I NT. KING WLHELM S ROOM - - CONTI NUCUS

| RENE: (fade up) Sherlock Holmes. Allow ne
to commend your performance. Until
the alarmof fire, I was taken in
conpletely. You had done so well,
that | admt, | did nearly betray
myself ... but at the |ast nonent, |
managed to restrain ny inpul ses.

Renmenber, | too am an actress, and
after | noted your keen observation
of ny actions, | engaged in a little
pl ay acting, just as you had done, to
divert your attention where | w shed.

Then as | stood outside ny house, |
wondered if you had been m sled, and
if you had found what you thought was
the desired item

Vell, | did not wait |ong before the
poor, injured vicar cane racing

t hrough the front door and up the
lane ... a nost mracul ous healing |
nmust say!

And as you have by now vi ewed t he
phot ograph taken fromny sitting
room you realize | was quite
prepared to decei ve anyone who sought
to retrieve that other item agai nst

my will.

My ruse successful, | was prepared to
| et you go, but I was seized by the
sudden notion that the vicar in ny
sitting roomwas the very sane
st abl eman who had stood at ny weddi ng
not hours before. How could this be?
It was nost stinulating!

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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| could not resist, |I sinply had to
know the true identity of such a
form dabl e antagonist. | quickly

summoned ny carriage wth the purpose
of follow ng you.

As our two coaches crossed town, |

t hought hard on what had transpired
this day and concluded that if a
certain gentleman were to enploy an
agent -- to seek a certainitem--
and this person, tw ce in disguise,
could fool nme: Wiy, it could only be
the cel ebrated M. Sherl ock Hol nes.

| was sure you had set out to neet
with this certain gentleman. As the
gentleman's habits are well known to
me, your destination could be none
ot her than the Langham Hot el

Wth this know edge | was able to
stop at the head of the hotel drive,
whil e you proceeded on towards the
grand entry way. This allowed ne
time to don ny driver's overcoat,
hurry down the sidewal k, and arrive
just in tine to wish you an i npudent
"Good night, M. Sherlock Hol mes".

| then returned hone, penned this
note, and left to neet ny husband and
enbark this very night on our
honeynoon. Therefore, when you
arrive, you will find the nest enpty.

You may tell your client that he has
nothing to fear fromne. So that he
waste no nore effort in this matter,
Il willingly part with what was but a
nmomento of a once fine man. But now,
may he know that | |ove and am | oved
by a better nman than he.

| remain, dear M. Sherl ock Hol nes,
very truly yours, lIrene Norton, nee
Adl er (fade out)

16 | NT. KING WLHELM S ROOM - - CONTI NUOUS
WATSON: (fade up) ... nee Adler. Amazing!

( CONTI NUED)
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HOLMES: This is for you, Your Mjesty.

KI NG W Mein Gott! It is the photograph! |
do not understand this.

HOLMVES: She had us both, Your Majesty, and
has shown nercy. She out-thought and
out-witted us both; yet even with the
upper hand, she has capitul at ed.

KI NG W What a woman! Wul d she not have
made an adm rabl e queen! Pity she
was not on ny |evel.

HOLMES: Yes, it appears that she is indeed on
a very different |evel to Your
Maj esty.

KI NG W Thank you, M. Holnmes. | have what
sought after. | amindebted to you.
How can | reward you. This ring --"

HOLMES: Your Maj esty has sonething which |
shoul d val ue even nore highly.

KI NG W Name it!

HOLMVES: The ot her photograph. The one | took
fromhere earlier.

KI NG W I rene's photograph? Certainly, if
you wish it. Here, it is yours.

HOLMVES: | thank Your Majesty. Then there is
no nore to be done in the matter, and
| have the honor to wish you a very
good nor ni ng.

SEX: FOOTSTEPS UP AND QUT, DOOR OPENS

KI NG W Ha! | believe your friend, like so
many, has been smtten by that
ast oni shi ng wonman.

WATSON: As i nprobable as that seens to ne,
Your Majesty, | do believe you are
right.

SEX: MUSI C UP

END
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